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During the Annual Budget address, Governor Tom Wolf stated, “It’s our turn to build a stronger and fairer 

economy; healthier and safer communities; and new opportunities for the next generation,” as he addressed the 

appropriations of funds to the meaningful programs offered to communities across Pennsylvania. The funding 

towards improving child welfare, home and community based services, and personal assistance services are 

sufficient to the point of making a positive impact on Pennsylvania families. With an increase of over half a 

million dollars to education, Pennsylvania children will directly benefit with increased spending in programs 

such as early intervention, youth development centers, and special education.  Alongside educational 

appropriations there was a rise in spending on Pennsylvania children in the areas of youth development 

services, county child welfare, and community-based family centers.  The funding that has maintained its value 

is high in quantity and budget cuts were minimal for Pennsylvania’s Health and Human Services. Along with 

this progress made for the well being of families across the commonwealth businesses saw positive changes as 

well. 

 

With an increase in areas such as Marketing to Attract Business, and minor decreases to Workers Compensation 

Payments the state is looking to provide a flourishing environment for Pennsylvania’s economy and workers. 

Workforce development remained a prominent theme in Governor Wolf’s speech as he continued his address, 

“Developing a workforce that can compete and win in the 21st-century economy is the single best way to help 

Pennsylvania businesses grow – and attract new businesses to our Commonwealth.” Tom Wolf also has taken 

the initiative to push minimum wage from $7.25 an hour to $15.00 an hour providing a long awaited change for 

hourly waged workers. In addition, Wolf looks to allocate nearly $40 million to the PASmart program aiding in 

developing modern day job skills for the 21st century career paths. Other workforce development initiatives the 

Governor had addressed include, PA First Workforce Development, Manufacturing Pa, The Manufacturing 

Innovation Program, and Pennsylvania’s Industrial Resource Centers.  Programs such as Manufacturing Pa 

promote the PA Manufacturing Training-to-Career Grant Program, putting more Pennsylvania citizens to work 

in reliable occupations. Along with workforce development there was also mention of a severance tax to reap 

the monetary benefits of Pennsylvania’s abundance in natural resources. To follow progress in educational and 

economic sectors of Pennsylvania the Governor also brought to light consolidating and streamlining agency 

activity in order to provide a better functioning legislative process for citizens.  

 

By providing agency consolidations Wolf hopes to cut spending and provide better accessible legislatures to 

Pennsylvania. As the Pennsylvania General Assembly witnessed the Governor’s Budget Address it was clear 

Wolf struck a positive note with his allocations to education, promoting a better economy, and providing for the 

families across Pennsylvania. Upon the arrival of June 30, 2018 the fiscal year will come to a close and a 

balanced budget will have to be sanctioned to keep Pennsylvania legislatures productively operating. 
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